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Pastor’s Meditation 

A Greater Threat 
July 4th is coming. Beyond the blessings of 
245 years of declared independence from the 
British Empire, the relief of having made it 
thus far through the worst pandemic of our 
lives, a long weekend, perhaps a cookout or 
get-together, this year July 4th falls on a 
Sunday. Meaning, on top of everything else, 
we’ll have worship! 

 
Celebrations are great, but they can also bring 
out the darker forces in our world. At major 
holidays, government agencies warn us to be 
on the lookout for suspicious terrorist activity, 
both foreign and domestic. This kind of alert 
has been part of our news landscape for nearly 
20 years. An oft-repeated theme has been, 
“The terrorists can make a thousand 

 
mistakes, but we only have to make one” for 
something bad to happen. “If you see 
something, say something,” we are told.  Being 
vigilant and reporting strange activity are good 
things that might thwart a potential attack and 
save lives. 

 
However, there are multiple “lives” at stake 
here: our physical lives, for sure. But our 
spiritual lives, even more. While we should 
take the warnings seriously and respond, when 
necessary, we must not let them consume us. If 
we allow threats to have too much space in our 
minds and hearts, we become vulnerable to a 
different kind of attack; an attack far worse 
than terrorism: one that damages our souls. If 
we fill our hearts with fear, become hateful and 
perhaps even justify violence, we stray far 
from the path God desires for us. Scripture, 
like Psalm 37, draws us back: 

 
Do not fret because of the wicked; 

do not be envious of wrongdoers, 
for they will soon fade like the grass, 

and wither like the green herb. 
Trust in the Lord and do good; 

so you will live in the land and enjoy 
security. 
Take delight in the Lord, 

and He will give you the desires of your 
heart. 
Commit your way to the Lord; 

trust in Him, and he will act. 
He will make your vindication shine like the 
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light, 
and the justice of your cause like the 

noonday. 
Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for 
Him; 

do not fret over those who prosper in their 
way, 

over those who carry out evil devices. 
Refrain from anger and forsake wrath. 

Do not fret—it leads only to evil. 
For the wicked shall be cut off, 

but those who wait for the Lord shall 
inherit the land. 

 
Echoing the words Jesus said in the Sermon 
on the Mount, The Book of Common Prayer 
offers “A Prayer for our Enemies:” 

 
“O God, the Father of all, whose Son 
commanded us to love our enemies: Lead them 
and us from prejudice to truth, deliver them 
and us from hatred, cruelty, and revenge; and 
in Your good time enable us all to stand 
reconciled before You, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.” 

 
We must be vigilant, to attacks directed at all 
our precious things, both physical and 
spiritual. 

 
Consider yourselves warned: Those threats 
that affect the soul cause far more damage. 

 
In Christ, Pastor Steve 

 

A Message from the Moderator 
 

Greetings Church Family and Friends! 
Please let me start by saying how wonderful it 
has been to be open as a church in a closer to 
normal capacity! We are getting there! I felt 
an immense joy as we gathered for our first and 
second Coffee Hour in a long time. We had a 
wonderful turn out for both and it was quite 
evident that we had all missed that special time 
together with our church family and friends. 
Thank you to all who stepped up to help make 
it what it was. With that being said, we are now 
on our summer break. Both Coffee Hour and 
second hour programming will resume in 
September. 

As I  write  this,    the   planning  for  our Sunday 
June 27th annual picnic is well underway and 
this great summer event will likely have 
passed by the time you receive this 
newsletter. Thank you to all who came 
together to make this happen. 

 
The Town of Penfield will be holding its 
Independence Day Celebration on Saturday 
July 3rd. The town parade will be held that day 
and will begin at 10am. We plan on 
participating in the parade by having a few 
people riding in a car or   two   and   a group 
marching as well. We will also have a group 
gathered outside in front of the church. This is 
a great way to both celebrate our independence 
and also get together with church family and 
friends for a morning of fun and fellowship! 
Please consider joining us. More details to 
come. 

 
2 



July 2021 First Baptist Church of Penfield The Carillon 
 

 

Lastly, for the continued safety of our church 
family and friends, please continue to follow 
the Policies and Procedures as determined by 
The Reimagine Team. Thank you. 

Many Blessings Everyone! 
~ Kathy Ahl 

 

 
 

July Birthdays 
4 Marie Foltz 
8 Johnathan Britt 
15 Nathan Bertrand 
20 Joseph Collison 
22 Fritz May 
24 Olivia Phillips 
27 Kay Brockway 
29 Jenna Collison 
29 Lauren Collison 
31 Drew Britt 
31 Gloria Fisler 

 

 
Church Ladies’ Lunch 

Tuesday, July 20th at noon 
Don’s Original 

2055 Fairport Nine Mile Pt. Rd. 
All women of the church are welcome! 

Please RSVP to Sarah Phillips 
Phone # 329-7072 

dunes1158@yahoo.com 

Pledges and Donations 
 
Just a reminder that all pledges and donations 
can be mailed into the church office and will 
be deposited, or you can also use the Donate 
button on the church website (for a small fee). 

Thank you! 
 
Jeff Bertrand 

 

 
 

Pastor Steve’s Office Hours 
 
Pastor Steve is back in the Pastor's Study 
regular hours, 9am to noon, Tuesdays through 
Fridays. 

The church will be open for visitors. 

However, if you decide to visit, out of an 
abundance of caution, we ask that you wear a 
mask, whether vaccinated or not. Likewise, 
Saundra and Pastor Steve will also don masks 
when we receive visitors. 
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Note from the Trustees 
As most of you know, Naomi finished her  PhD 
(second doctorate) this year. This means that 
her student visa - and thus, work permission - 
will expire on June 30th. Her work visa through 
the University of Rochester is employer-
specific; the church is working to sponsor the 
appropriate work visa for Naomi to continue as 
our Director of Music and Organist. We are 
working with a specialist immigration attorney 
at Harter, Secrest & Emery LLP to put together 
and file the visa application. The costs include 
attorney fees and filing fees; including a 
premium processing fee to expedite the 
approval process (normal approval takes 
around 8 to 9 months). We will be defraying 
some of these costs through the Music 
Endowment created from the Shirley and 
Frank Mehlenbacher Estate. We are hopeful 
that the visa will be in place by July 5th. For 
immigration reasons, Naomi will not be 
allowed to participate in church services or 
perform any other music- related activities for 
the church during July. Naomi has engaged a 
substitute organist to play for the 2nd, 3rd and 
4th Sundays of July, and we will use a pre-
recorded video on the first Sunday. Naomi 
looks forward to being back with us in July, 
once the visa is  approved. 
Recently a meeting was held with our Church, 
PVNS and Boy Scouts to discuss 
communication and building usage. Several 
areas are used by more than one group so 
communication is of the utmost importance. 
Everyone was encouraged to report all 

building usage requests to Saundra so that the 
church calendar is accurately maintained and 
no double bookings take place. 
Communication is the key. 
The parking lot will be sealed and stripped 
sometime this summer. You may have noticed 
that weeds are growing in the cracks, bare 
asphalt is evident and the lines are beginning 
to fade. Our lot is sealed every few years to 
protect the investment. We will keep you 
posted to the dates when the parking lot will be 
closed. 
Respectfully, 
Bruce Blackman, Don Fox, Fritz May, 
Jack  O'Brien, Sarah Phillips, David Trump 
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Missions Report 
 

Last month the Missions Team embraced the 
theme of the One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering: Let Love Flow. We thank you for 
your donations and truly believe they will be 
uplifting and helpful in places where 
humanitarian needs are critical. Kindness, 
Prayer, Love, Money remain necessary 
outreach tools and ways that we can all 
participate both close to home and far away. 
The imagery of flowing love is quite 
inspirational! 

We have recently sent $250 from the Missions 
budget to the Women's Service Board for their 
summer programs for residents at the Fairport 
Baptist Home. Also $500 has been sent to 
Resolve of Greater Rochester in support of 
their work to eradicate domestic and intimate 
partner violence which often increases in the 
summer months and has been exacerbated as 
a result of the stress of the pandemic. 

 
As we already begin the 2nd half of 2021, we 
are sending $1,000 in further support of 
United Missions. This is a bit of information 
from their website: http://www.abc-usa.org 
"As American Baptists, we serve as the hands 
and feet of Christ. We’re doing what we can 
to heal a hurting world. This means feeding 
the hungry; empowering pastors, lay leaders 
& youth to spread Christ’s love; protecting the 
environment; promoting Christian unity and 
more. United Mission is the vehicle that 
makes this happen." 

We wish you a fun and safe summer. 

Susie, Ellen, Janette 
 

 

Bell Choir News 
 
After a long break due to COVID-19   
restrictions, the Bell Choir resumed socially-
distanced rehearsals in March. It was great to 
be back together again! We prepared music for 
Easter Sunday, making two videos. Since then 
we have been working on several new pieces, 
and will be recording two of these for 
upcoming Sunday services. We have 
welcomed three new recruits: Jenna Collison, 
Lauren Collison, and Katie Lochner. It has 
been a joy to have these wonderful young 
people join us! We plan to celebrate the end of 
our season with a pizza and ice cream party. 
Thank you to all who have played in the Bell 
Choir this year, and - as indeed for the 
Chancel Choir - I look forward to making 
music together again in the Fall. 

 
- Naomi Gregory 
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Memorial Day Celebration 
at Veterans’ Memorial Park 

 
 

Joe Collison 

 
 

Ginny Wilterdink 
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Policies and Procedures for 
Church Services 

Updated May 30, 2021 

1. Church Entry and Exit - People will enter 
and exit through the ramp door only. All other 
ways will remain closed. 

 
2. Sanitizing Hand Gel and Face Masks - Both 
will continue to be available at the entrance 
(Usher's Station) for anyone who chooses to 
use them. 
3. FULLY VACCINATED - Fully 
vaccinated people may enter the sanctuary and 
join in the service, with or without a face mask 
as they are comfortable, and practice social 
distancing as needed to respect the wishes of 
others around them. 
4. UNVACCINATED or NOT FULLY 
VACCINATED - Unvaccinated people or 
those who are not fully vaccinated, are 
expected to continue   wearing   a   face mask, 
keep it on for the entire service, and continue 
to practice social distancing of 6 feet or greater 
while in the church. Attending the church 
service online is also encouraged. 
5. About the Children - We understand that 
some children will not yet be vaccinated or 
not yet fully vaccinated, there will be a section 
of pews designated for children and their 
families only at the front of the sanctuary. Just 
beyond the children’s section, there will be a 
section of pews that will be off-limits for any 
seating. The remainder of the pews will be 
available for general seating. 

6. Children’s Moment - Anyone providing the 
Children's Moment in person will be required 
to wear a face mask, whether fully vaccinated 
or not. 
7. Singing - Any member of the congregation 
who chooses to 
participate in singing at any time throughout 
the church service must wear a face mask while 
singing, whether fully vaccinated or not. 
8. There will continue to be no childcare 
provided at this time. 
9. The offering plates will not be passed, 
however, there will continue to be a donation 
box in the back of the sanctuary. 
10. On Communion Sundays, the Lord’s 
Supper will continue to be given using sealed, 
disposable communion cups and wafers to 
ensure everyone’s safety. 
11. The regular Sunday Worship Services will 
continue to be available electronically, over- 
the-phone, and on the on-line ZOOM platform. 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019- 
ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html 
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/20 
21-05/NYS_CDCGuidance_Summary.pdf 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have 3 methods of receiving the monthly newsletter. 
Method 1—Open the link on our web page at www.fbpenfield.org 
Method 2—Pick up your personal copy at Sunday Worship 
Method 3—Receive a printed copy via US Postal Mail 
Please help us to obtain a cost savings! Open the link or pick up! 
If you wish to change your method, please e-mail us at 
fbpenfield.@toast.net or call the Church Office at (585) 586-2876. 

 
 

Our Church Staff 
Rev. Steven D. Brotzman ~ Pastor 

Saundra Augustus ~ Office Assistant 
Laura Swail ~ Nursery Care 

Meho & Hava Kapidzic ~ Church Custodians 

Contact Information 
(585) 586-2876 

E-mail ~ fbpenfield@toast.net 
Website ~ www.fbpenfield.org 

Find us on Facebook 

Church Office Hours 
Monday thru Friday, 9:00am to 1:00 pm 

 
OUR PURPOSE STATEMENT 

We welcome to our worship all who desire 
to know God through Jesus Christ. 

We encourage each other to develop a 
relationship with God and to live as Christ 

taught us. 
We covenant together to seek out and 

minister to those in spiritual, emotional or 
physical need. 
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