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Pastor's Meditation 

With Malice Toward None 
 
 

 
On March 4, 1865, President Abraham 

Lincoln gave his 2nd Inaugural Address, now 
considered a political classic. He gave  it just a 
few short weeks before the close of the Civil 
War, and exactly 6 weeks to the day before his 
own death. In that speech, Lincoln 
foreshadowed a Reconstruction based on 
biblical principles of mercy and charity. 

At the time of his address, the nation had 
never been more divided. For nearly four 
years, the Union and the Confederacy did their 
best to destroy each other. There were over 
620,000 casualties, the bloodiest war the 
United States ever fought and, hopefully, ever 
will fight. Currents of anger raged everywhere, 
resentments that haunt our nation to this day. In 
the 20th century, revisionist historians 
attempted to argue that Slavery was not the 
main cause of the Civil War, but Honest Abe 
was convinced that Slavery was, in fact, the 
cause. In his address, Lincoln said that before 
the conflict erupted, "One-eighth of the whole 
population were colored slaves, not distributed 
generally over the Union, but localized in the 
southern part of it. These slaves constituted a 
peculiar and powerful interest. All knew that 
this interest was somehow the cause of the 
war." (Emphasis mine). With the end of the 
war in sight, Lincoln maneuvered to get an 
Amendment passed through Congress banning 
slavery in the U.S. (The 13th Amendment was 
ratified later in 1865, months after Lincoln's 
death.) 
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In the powerful concluding paragraph of 
his Second Inaugural Address, Lincoln 
promised, "With malice toward none, with 
charity for all, with firmness in the right as God 
gives us to see the right, let us strive on to 
finish the work we are in, to bind up the 
nation's wounds, to care for him who shall have 
borne the battle and for his widow and his 
orphan, to do all which may achieve and 
cherish a just and lasting peace among 
ourselves and with all nations." 

Not everyone shared Lincoln's optimism. 
In 2015, a photograph was confirmed to reveal 
that none other than John Wilkes Booth, 
Lincoln's assassin, stood in the audience. Just 
41 days later, on Good Friday, Booth shot 
Lincoln, shouting in Latin as he ran away, "Sic 
Semper Tyrannis," which means, "Thus always 
to tyrants." 

Today our nation is obviously divided. Not 
to the extent where 620,000 people have died 
in the conflict, but still divided. People on both 
sides declare this election the most important   
one   of   our   lives.  They have invested 
passion in their candidate, striving to overlook 
mud, muck, accusations of violence, fraud, 
racism, sexism, incompetence and corruption 
flying everywhere. It will be the victor’s task, 
should he choose to take it up, to "bind up the 
wounds" inflicted by divisive campaign 
rhetoric. One hopes the defeated will also take 
up this task. As in Lincoln's  day, not everyone 
is going to welcome a message of  
reconciliation.  But make no mistake, those 
who attempt to bind up these wounds will be 
doing God's work. Jesus said, 

"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 
called children of God." (Matthew 5:9). 

Ask yourself this question: Is it more 
important to win, or to be called a child of 
God? Lincoln was the most powerful man in 
the nation, and by his speech and plans, one 
can easily see which choice he made. In an 
election year, we celebrate choice. In matters 
of the heart, the choice is yours. I encourage 
you to choose peace - and be a child of God. 

 

 
Moderator’s Musing 

 
In this moderator’s musings the subject of 
finances has come to the forefront. Not future 
finances but the finances of the church right 
now. 

 
Since March, those directing the church 
finances have done a brilliant job of navigating 
the ups and downs of our church’s finances. 
They have worked tirelessly to fill out 
paperwork for State incentives and programs, 
found money in the budget for expenses that 
were not part of our budget back in April when 
we voted on them, and were able to keep from 
dipping into the endowment all the way up to 
last month! 

 
And they continue to do a superb, volunteer, 
job of it! 
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None of what they did or have accomplished 
could have been done without the financial 
support of those in the congregation and the 
tithings and offerings held steady through the 
fall and summer. Thank you all so much!! 

 
In the last two months, however, the offering 
and tithes collected has dropped off enough 
that there is the beginning of some concerns for 
the church’s financial future as we continue to 
move forward through this pandemic. 

 
It is quite possible that when we don’t attend 
“in person” service as we have in the past, the 
intention of sending in the offering is there but 
gets lost in the day to day living. I know that 
my family was five weeks behind and  just sent 
in the check this past week!  You may find 
yourself in a similar situation. 

 
It is also likely that the prolonged pandemic is 
seriously cutting into your household income 
and tithing to the church is something you’ve 
had to reduce or cut out completely. We 
understand and hope that your situation 
improves and you find the help you might 
need- please reach out to the church and we 
will work diligently to try and offer our 
assistance. 

 
In closing, the Stewardship campaign will be 
staring in November for future pledges. But, 
right now, the church needs you to evaluate 
your tithing. If it is something that has  slipped 
your mind, please consider making it 

a priority to send in your tithes via mail or the 
website- today if possible. 

 
If you are struggling to make ends meet, please 
use your funds as you see fit and reach out for 
help if you need it. 

 
Peace and Understanding, 
Michael Pray 

 
 

November Birthdays 
 

2 – Katelyn Lochner 
3 – Emma Kimball 
10 – Deborah Lochner 
18 - Sarah Phillips 
22 – Liza Kimball 
25 – Shawn Keenan 
30 – Gregg Goodman 
30 – Roger Zaenglein 

 

Anne-Marie and Dick Andrews’ 
Phone Number - Correction 

 
Home Phone – (585) 342-3474 

 
Cell Phone – (585) 967-2069 
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Note from the Trustees 
 
• MERV 13 filters have replaced the 
previous furnace filters to meet new air 
filtration requirements for heating and cooling 
the sanctuary. 

• All of the church gutters have been 
cleaned in preparation for winter. 

• This year, Stewardship Sunday will be 
November 22, 2020. If you are attending 
church in person there will be a basket 
available for your pledge envelope. If you are 
using Zoon, please mail your pledge envelop 
to church by November 21st. 

• The Trustees passed a motion at our 
October meeting stating that the church facility 
will be closed to all groups other than our 
Church, PVNS, Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts 
troop 230 and pact 230, and Copy Cats until 
Governor Cuomo removes restrictions due to 
the Covid 19 pandemic. 

 
Respectfully, 

Bruce Blackman, Don Fox, Fritz May, Jack 
O'Brien, Sarah Phillips, David Trump 

 
 

 

 

Church Financial Support Update 
 

As you read this, you should have received 
your 3rd quarter financial report showing your 
gifts to the church this year. Please review it 
and let me know if there are any discrepancies. 

 
Thanks to Jeff Bertrand for updating the 
financial computer to connect to the new 
church server installed over the summer.  I can 
now email statements to those of you who have 
shared your email address for that purpose. (I 
always mail the annual tax statements in 
January.) 

 
I am pleased to report that roughly 90% of you 
are current with your pledges. I receive money 
by mail to the church, drop off at the church, 
Pay Pal (for a fee), or even personal delivery! 
If you are not current, the church is still 
receiving money to cover our expenses. Join 
the Paid-Up Club! 

 
The Trustees will soon be contacting you 
about pledging for 2021. Please consider it 
carefully and make a pledge. The pledge total 
value is what I provide the Trustees to create a 
budget for next year. As always,  envelopes are 
available for your convenience. 

 
Bill Werther, Financial Secretary 
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Pledges and Donations 
 
Just a reminder that all pledges and donations 
can be mailed into the church office and will 
be deposited, or you can also use the Donate 
button on the church website (for a small fee). 

Thank you! 

Jeff Bertrand 

 

A Message from the PRT 
 

In the spirit of the month, and the 
Thanksgiving season, the PRT would like to 
thank you for your calls and emails. Your 
suggestions and feedback are important to us 
and Pastor Steve. We continue to meet 
monthly, acting as a conduit of information 
from you to our Pastor, as well as providing 
support for our Pastor. If you have any praises, 
concerns, or suggestions and solutions to 
share, please reach out to one of the members. 
Have a Happy Thanksgiving! 

 
Blessings, 

 
The Pastoral Staff Relations Team 

 
• Libby Bertrand • Pat Casey • Alexandra 
Collison • Penny Goodman • Judy McNeil 

Church Ladies Lunch 
Tuesday, 11-17-20 at Noon 

McArdles Restaurant - Fairport 
 

All Women are welcome! Please RSVP! 
If you need a ride or wish to carpool, 

please contact Marie at 425-7528 
 

 
 

Election Day Ham Dinner 
 

 
Tuesday, November 3, 2020 

4:00 PM – ‘til Gone 
 

All Dinners $10.00 

TAKE OUT ONLY 

Macedon Center Methodist Church 
(The church with the yellow steeple) 

1160 Macedon Center Road 
Macedon, NY 14502 
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Holiday Pies for Habitat - 
let your dessert do good! 

 
Delicious Kelly’s Farm Market pies to help the 
Penfield Coalition of Churches for Habitat. $6 
from every pie and $4.75 from each crisp will 
go directly to fund the Penfield sponsored 
house build. 

 
The pies are made from scratch, without 
preservatives, with fruit grown on their farm in 
Hilton, NY. The deep 10-inch pies weighing 
about 4.5lbs are freshly made and baked only a 
day or two before delivery. This year we have 
in-person ordering on November 7th and online 
ordering through November 22nd. 

TO ORDER ONLINE: Go to 
www.rochesterhabitat.org and look for the 
Holiday Pie Sale photo 
• Scroll down to Penfield Area Coalition 
of Churches and click on order online here 

• Note! Please scroll down until you see 
the photo of our church and click on First 
Baptist Penfield 

• You will then be on the Team 
Fundraising Page of First Baptist Church of 
Penfield. 
• Choices are Apple Crisps for $13 and 
Apple Raspberry, Apple Crumb or 
Pumpkin Pies for $17. 

• Add your pie choices to your cart, 
contact details and payment information and 
click finish 

• You will see your ticket for each pie 
(which is your order confirmation) and also 
receive email confirmation. We will also get  a 
list of your purchases for pick up confirmation. 
TO ORDER IN PERSON: We will accept 
orders with payment by check on Saturday, 
November 7th from 10 AM to noon only. 
This is during the drive thru Food Drive in our 
church parking lot. List your name and phone 
number, the type of pie (see the 3 pie flavors 
above) and number ordered. Total the number 
of pies @ $17 each and apple crisps @ $13 
each. Make check out to FCHH (Flower City 
Habitat for Humanity). Place order and check 
in an envelope with your name and “Habitat 
Pie Order” written on the outside. 
PIE PICK UP: We will have contactless drive 
thru pie pick-up on November 24th from 1 to 
6 PM in the First Baptist Church of Penfield 
parking lot at 1862 Penfield Rd on  Rt 441. 
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Hello Church Family 
 
The Missions Team learned at our last meeting 
that $1,145 was collected for furthering the 
work of World Missions. Thank you for your 
donations to this outreach.  You   can   learn   
more   about   it at internationalministries.org 

 
Now we are ready to RING IN THE 
HOLIDAYS! We are quickly coming to the 
end of 2020--an exceptional year for sure! In 
trying to be mindful of Jesus' teachings of love, 
justice and mercy, the Missions Team is 
planning ahead for both Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. 

 
On November 7 between 10 a.m. and noon, 
the Missions Team will be hosting  a collection 
in the church parking lot. We have combined 2 
holiday benefits into this outdoor event since 
everyone cannot be together in church. 

 
Our mission goal is to help the Penfield 
Ecumenical Food Shelf and the Coldwater 
Women & Children's Residential Home. Based 
on last year's response from these 
organizations, we are excited to support them 
again. 

 
Please join us on November 7th to help stock 
the Penfield Ecumenical Food Shelf. Their 
needs have risen dramatically this year. A few 
suggestions from their wish list include: 

turkey gravy packets, canned fruit, cranberry 
sauce and canned vegetables; stuffing, mac & 
cheese. All donations will be gratefully 
received. The Missions Team has also 
designated $500 of our budget to help fund the 
special holiday meals for families. 

 
For the Open Door Mission's Coldwater 
Women & Children Residential Home, the 
Missions Team would like to uplift the Moms 
this Christmas with new pajamas. The sizes 
needed range from Adult Small - 2XL. We 
already know of 11 Moms in need. Of course 
warm gloves, winter hats and new socks are 
always welcome for the women as well. We 
will be announcing more about this in church, 
and we thank you in advance for your 
generosity! 

 
Missions Team: Sue, Ellen, Janette 

 

November 1st at 2:00am 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have 2 methods of receiving the monthly newsletter. 
Method 1—Open the link on our web page at www.fbpenfield.org 
Method 2—Receive a printed copy via US Postal Mail 
Please help us to obtain a cost savings! Open the link or pick up! 
If you wish to change your method, please e-mail us at 
fbpenfield.@toast.net or call the Church Office at (585) 586-2876. 

 
 

Our Church Staff 
Rev. Steven D. Brotzman ~ Pastor 

Dr. Naomi Gregory ~ Organist, Music Director 
Saundra Augustus ~ Office Assistant 

Laura Swail ~ Nursery Care 
Meho & Hava Kapidzic ~ Church Custodians 

Contact Information 
(585) 586-2876 

E-mail ~ fbpenfield@toast.net 
Website ~ www.fbpenfield.org 

Find us on Facebook 

Church Office Hours 
Monday thru Friday, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Wednesdays may vary 

OUR PURPOSE STATEMENT 
We welcome to our worship all who desire 

to know God through Jesus Christ. 
We encourage each other to develop a 

relationship with God and to live as Christ 
taught us. 

We covenant together to seek out and 
minister to those in spiritual, emotional or 

physical need. 

The Carillon 
First Baptist Church of Penfield 
1862 Penfield Road 
Penfield, NY 14526 


