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Pastor’s Meditation 
January 2023 

1876 was the United States’ 

centennial year, inspiring hundreds of 

celebrations throughout the country. That 

year, after a very contentious campaign, 

Rutherford B. Hayes was elected President. 

(Hayes won by the slimmest possible electoral 

college margin, having lost the popular vote.) 

That year, Alexander Graham 

Bell patented the telephone. Colorado 

became a state. Also that year, a prominent 

Baptist missionary died. Decades later, the 

following tribute was re-printed on the 

website, reformedreader.org: 

September 13th, Dr. James M. 

Haswell died after forty-one years of 

missionary service in Burma with his dear 

wife Jane Mason, who he had married on 

August 23, 1835, and sailed for their 

chosen field one month later. He was more 

fruit from the Hamilton Theological 

Institute in Bennington, Vermont. Dr. 

Haswell mastered the Burmese language 

and then turned to the Pegulan dialect to 

reach the 80,000 of that tribe. He only 

took two furloughs, one in 1849 and 

another in 1867, and those were used to 

spur interest in missions. He was most 

diligent that his son James should follow 

him which he did, but tragically died of 

cholera a year after him in 1877. But the 

Haswell vision lived on through their 

daughter Susan who founded the 

Moulmein Leper Colony in which she 

invested sixty years of her life. The 

government gave the land and the lepers 

themselves built the thatched roof 

buildings with, in some cases, stumps for 

hands and feet. It stood for years as a 

memorial to her and the faith of the lepers. 

Untold thousands were saved. 



The Carillon First Baptist Church of Penfield January 2023 

2 

 

 

 
(http://www.reformedreader.org/history/timeli 

ne/19thcentury.htm) 

Dr. Haswell left a great legacy, but 

what does that have to do with us? In the 

2nd line of the above tribute, Jane Mason is 

listed as Haswell’s “dear wife.” Jane 

Mason belonged to First Baptist Church 

of Penfield . Our church history shows 

her being baptized here on March 7,1830 

and later leaving for Missionary work. At 

some point, she married Dr. Haswell and 

became a vital part of his missionary 

journey. In 1844, her daughter Susan was 

born on in the home of the first American 

overseas Missionary, Adoniram Judson, 

and grew up to start her own successful 

mission. 

Too often history has focused on “great

 men” and their 

accomplishments. Taking nothing away 

from Dr. Haswell’s work, we know he was 

supported in that work by his life partner, 

Jane. We know that she experienced her 

own calling as a missionary. And we know 

she was not raised in a vacuum. God 

placed saints along her path, perhaps 

many here in this church, whose job it 

was to show her that Jesus loves her and 

to help her find God’s purpose for her life. 

Decades later, Burmese Christians 

rejoiced that God reached them, and 

enjoyed the experience of God’s grace. 

Unbeknownst to them, their salvation 

came as a consequence of both Jane 

Mason’s  labor  and  the  relationships 

 
that helped form her. In our lifelong 

struggle to grow close to God, we never 

know what kind of mission we could be 

cultivating, or how far it will go. Perhaps, 

with God’s leadership and blessing, our 

mission, like those before us, will go 

halfway around the world. It’s happened 

before; it can happen again. Blessings 

for a spiritually fulfilling new year. 

In Christ, Pastor Steve 
 

 
January Birthdays 

11 – Betty Holderbaum 
13 - Lilly Swail 
14 – Lisa Fox 
22 – Meho Kapidzic 
23 – MaryLou Bullock 
23 – Marsha Kiriazides 
24 – Jeffrey Phillips, Jr. 
29 – Scott Daniel 

29 – Kaya Keenan 

 

http://www.reformedreader.org/history/timeli
http://www.reformedreader.org/history/timeli
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Pledges and Donations 
 

Just a reminder that all pledges and donations 

can be mailed into the church office and will 

be deposited, or you can also use the Donate 

button on the church website (for a small fee). 

Thank you! 

Jeff Bertrand 

 

 

2023 Pledge/Giving 

 
By the time you read this, your 2023 Pledge 

should have been sent to my attention at 

church. If you have not sent it in, it is NEVER 

too late!! 

 

Anyone that requested pledge envelopes will 

have them available in church Sunday January 

1 at the back of the sanctuary. Should you 

decide later that you want envelopes, I can 

manage that request. 

 

Supporting our church financially is one way 

to ensure our growth and sustainability. 

 

2022 Financial Contribution Statements will 

be mailed before January 20, 2023. 

 

Bill Werther 

Financial Secretary 

Notes from the Trustees 

 
Happy New Year Everyone! 

During the early part of January the Trustees 

will be developing the 2023 Church Budget. 

• January 3RD we will have our first run 

through of the budget, looking at 

income vs expenses. 

• January 10th is our regular monthly 

meeting and a finalizing of the budget. 

• January 12th will be a zoom meeting 

with the Coordinating Council for their 

review and input. 

• January 22nd will be a second hour 

presentation of the budget. The 

Trustees are encouraging everyone to 

attend this presentation for the 

opportunity to hear the proposed 

budget and ask questions. 

• January 29th is the Annual Meeting at 

which time we will vote on the budget. 

For those who can’t attend in person, 

the zoom option will be available. 

 

We look forward to seeing you on the 22nd. 

Respectfully, 

Don Fox, Fritz May, Jack O'Brien, Mike Pray, 

Sarah Phillips, David Trump 
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Church Ladies’ Lunch 
Tuesday, January 10th at Noon 

Place TBD 
 

 

Men’s Lunch 

Thursdays at Noon 

Riki’s Restaurant in Fairport 
 

 

 
MISSIONS REPORT 

 
In December our church participated in the 

American Baptist Churches' annual offering 

for Retired Ministers and Missionaries and 

their widowed spouses (RMMO). It is a 

thoughtful and important way to show 

appreciation for their many years of dedicating 

their lives to God's service. Thank you for your 

donations to the RMMO offering. We have 

received a thank-you letter from Cameron 

Community Ministries which stated in part, 

"Your gifts help bring essential services and 

resources to our urban neighborhoods and 

empower our most challenged residents to 

envision and achieve a brighter future." 

 

Now we welcome 2023 with hopeful hearts. 

The Missions Team will again be ready to 

respond as necessary to those in our 

community and beyond who need to be lifted 

up with a little help. Last winter brought 

tragedies that we had not anticipated, like the 

fire at the Pines of Perinton. We want to 

remind all of you that you can contact us if you 

know of a situation that we should be aware of. 

with Best Wishes for the New Year, 

Susie, Ellen, Janette 
 

 

 

 
How to Join Sunday 

Worship Service by Phone 
 

Dial in by phone to join each Sunday's 

virtual service 

Zoom opens at 9 am 

Worship Service starts at 9:30 am 

Dial by your location 

+1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 

 
When prompted, punch in this meeting ID 

- ------- > 839 345 585 

When prompted, punch in --------- > # 
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Zoom Instructions 

Adult Discussion Following Worship 

11:15-NOON 

This is a recurring meeting 

In person and on Zoom 

Below is the Online Information 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84560421536 

 
Call-in information 

+1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 

 

 

Bible Club Resumes 

 
First Meeting - Wednesday, January 4th - 

Time: 6:00 pm 

NFH and Online 

(Pizza Provided) 

 

Please join us as we begin reading the Bible, 

from start to finish, using The Daily 

Contemplative Bible, which has segmented 

the entire Bible into 365 daily readings. By 

the end of the year, we will have read the 

Bible cover-to-cover! Teaching & Worship 

Teams have provided the first 10 copies. If 

additional people participate, the cost is $14 

each. Electronic copies are also available for 

Kindle readers at a cost of $10. 

 

Key features of this Bible include: 

• Individual book introductions to aid in 

the practice of prayerful 
reading (lectio divina) 

• A daily reading plan that can be 

started at any time during the year 

• Readings that take only ten minutes 

per day 

• Meditations from well-known 

Christian thinkers and writers such 

as Henri Nouwen, 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Thomas 

Merton, and Frederick Buechner 

The New Revised Standard Version text— 

the most trusted, accepted, and accurate 

translation of the Bible on the market. 

 
How to join us online: 

Join Zoom Meeting 

 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86825877369 

Call-in: 

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

+1 646 931 3860 US 

Meeting ID: 868 2587 7369 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86825877369
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Thank You 

 
FROM PASTOR STEVE & ANNETTE: 

 

A hearty THANK YOU for your generous 

Christmas gift this year. May God richly 

bless the people of First Baptist Church of 

Penfield with safety, love and spiritual 

growth. 

 
 

Dear Church Family, 

 

Thank you so much for your Christmas gift. 

It is indeed a gift to serve all of you at First 

Baptist of Penfield. Thank you for your 

support and encouragement, and I wish you a 

happy and safe holiday season. 

 

Best wishes, 

Naomi 

 
 

Dear Good People of First Baptist Church, 

Thank you so very much for your thoughtful 

gift. 

Please find health and happiness in the new 

year and always. 

Saundra 

EROI Organ Concert 

Friday, December 2, 2022 

 

 
James Jeffery, Jiae Kwak, Alden Wright,  

Daniel Minnick 
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Church Ladies’ Lunch - Jeremiah’s 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86825877369
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First Baptist Church of Penfield 

2023 Coffee Schedule 
 

Volunteers needed 

 

If you are interested in providing snacks and 

making coffee for our second 

hour, please sign up in the NFH and call 

Sarah Phillips at 585-329-7072 or email her at 

dunes1158@yahoo.com 

 

 

 
 

mailto:dunes1158@yahoo.com
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Your health and safety are foremost with us, 

and we encourage everyone to wear a mask, due 

to the following current information from the 

Centers for Disease Control Website (cdc.gov): 

 
Please Note! 

 

The CDC guidelines are updated each 

Thursday at approximately 8:30pm, so the 

levels that you see in this Carillon may 

change from week-to-week. 

 

This community level of medium was 

updated on Thursday, November 17th 

after 8:30 pm 

Please check the CDC (cdc.gov) Website 

for weekly Updates. 

Or, call the CDC at 1-800-232-4636 for 

updates 
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Who We Are 
 

We welcome all to worship with us. Our 

congregation is a gathering of people who are 

diverse in theology and political opinions, but 

who are all seeking to know God in a deeper   

and   more   meaningful   way. 
 

The First Baptist Church of Penfield continues 

to include all who seek Jesus as Lord – 

regardless of race, class, gender, disability, 

place of origin, or sexual orientation, identity, 

or expression. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have 3 methods of receiving the monthly newsletter. 
Method 1—Open the link on our web page at www.fbpenfield.org 

Method 2—Pick up your personal copy at Sunday Worship 

Method 3—Receive a printed copy via US Postal Mail 

Please help us to obtain a cost savings! Open the link or pick up! 

If you wish to change your method, please e-mail us at 

fbpenfield.@toast.net or call the Church Office at (585) 586-2876. 

 

Our Church Staff 

Rev. Steven D. Brotzman ~ Pastor 

Dr. Naomi Gregory ~ Organist, Music Director 

Samantha Sosa, Caroline Duers, 

David Griffith, Jason Rober ~ Choral Scholars 

Saundra Augustus ~ Office Assistant 

Laura Swail ~ Nursery Care 

Meho & Hava Kapidzic ~ Church Custodians 

Contact Information 

(585) 586-2876 

E-mail ~ fbpenfield@toast.net 

Website ~ www.fbpenfield.org 

Find us on Facebook 

Church Office Hours 

Monday thru Friday, 9:00am to 12:30pm 

OUR PURPOSE STATEMENT 
We welcome to our worship all who desire 

to know God through Jesus Christ. 

We encourage each other to develop a 

relationship with God and to live as Christ 

taught us. 

We covenant together to seek out and 

minister to those in spiritual, emotional or 

physical need. 

The Carillon 
First Baptist Church of Penfield 

1862 Penfield Road 

Penfield, NY 14526 
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